PRESS RELEASE
L-Awtorita’ dwar il-Mediċini b’kampanja ta’ informazzjoni fuq il-mediċini
L-Awtorita dwar il-Medicini nediet sett ta’ inizjattivi li permezz tagħhom qed twassal aktar informazzjoni fuq il-medicini lill-konsumatur u lill-professjonisti fil-qasam tas-saħħa. Dawn l-inizjattivi huma parti mill-kampanja ‘Il-Mediċini Tiegħek: X`Għandek tkun taf’  – ‘Know your Medicines’ li qed issir  fl-isfond ta’ stħarriġ li sar fost il-poplu Malti u Għawdxi.  
Minn dan l-istħarriġ jirriżulta li aktar minn 60 fil-mija tal-konsumaturi li ppartecipaw fl-istharriġ, dejjem jew frekwentament jaqraw il-fuljett tal-informazzjoni li jkun mal-mediċina qabel ma jieħduha għall-ewwel darba.  Aktar minn 85 fil-mija tal-konsumaturi li pparteċipaw fl-istħarriġ ma kienux jafu x’inhi d-differenza bejn medicini oriġinali u mediċini ġeneriċi.  Irriżulta wkoll li tlieta fil-mija tal-konsumaturi ġieli xtraw mediċini minn fuq l-internet, filwaqt li madwar 35 fil-mija tal-konsumaturi li esperjenzaw reazzjoni avversa irrapurtaw dan lit-tabib. 
Dan kollu ħareġ waqt żjara li s-Segretarju Parlamentari responsabbli mill-Konsumatur u Kompetizzjoni Ġusta Chris Said għamel lill-ħaddiema tal-Awtorita’ dwar il-Mediċini fejn intlaqa’ mill-Kap Eżekuttiv Dr. Patricia Vella Bonanno.

Chris Said qal li matul l-2010 l-Awtorita’ dwar il-Mediċini awtorizzat 550 mediċina li jfisser li dawn setgħu bdew jinbiegħu fuq is-suq lokali. Chris Said spjega kif iż-żieda fin-numru ta’ prodotti awtorizzati tgħin biex ikun hawn aktar kompetizzjoni u minn dan igawdi l-konsumatur.

Is-Segretarju Parlamentari Chris Said qal li fis-seba’ snin li ilha mwaqqfa l-Awtorita’, is-settur farmaċewtiku f’pajjiżna għadda minn riforma sħiħa tant li llum f’Malta hawn aktar minn 25 kumpanija liċenzjata biex timmanifattura jew timporta l-mediċini, aktar minn 70 wholesale dealer, u aktar minn 200 spiżerija. Hu spjega kif permezz tal-Awtorita’ dwar il-Medicini, hemm kontroll fuq il-katina ta' distribuzzjoni kollha tal-prodotti mediċinali, mill-manifattura jew l-importazzjoni tagħhom sa ma jitwasslu lill-pubbliku.  
Is-Segretarju Parlamentari Chris Said ferah lill-Awtorita dwar il-Mediċini għat-tliet rikonoxximenti miksuba minnha fil-Malta People Awards 2010 organizzati mill-Foundation for Human Resources Development (FHRD). Ir-rikonoxximenti ngħataw  għal-livell t’eċċellenza fit-taħriġ tal-impjegati, għall-mod kif il-ħaddiema huma nvoluti fl-operat, u għall-opportunitajiet indaqs li toffri. 
Il-Kap Eżekuttiv tal-Awtorita’ dwar il-Mediċini Patricia Vella Bonanno spjegat l-inizjattivi varji li qed jittieħdu biex titwassal informazzjoni korretta u bilanċjata dwar il-mediċini u l-użu tagħhom. Thejja s-sit www.knowyourmedicines.gov.mt li fih hemm informazzjoni relevanti ghal-konsumaturi. 

Fuq www.maltamedicineslist.com kienet ippubblikata l-lista tal-medicini kollha awtorizzati biex jinbiegħu f’pajjiżna. B’hekk il-konsumaturi, it-tobba u l-professjonisti tas-saħħa għandhom servizz aċċessibbli li permezz tiegħu jistgħu iqabblu prodotti differenti iżda li għandhom l-istess ingredjenti attivi.  Patricia Vella Bonanno qalet li kien ippubblikat fuljett b’informazzjoni prattika fuq il-medicini li qiegħed jitqassam mill-ispiżeriji kollha ta’ Malta u Għawdex kif ukoll bieb bieb f’numru ta’ Kunsilli lokali li laqghu l-invit ta’ l-Awtorita’ biex dan ikun possibbli. Bħalissa qed jithejja fuljett b’tagħrif dwar il-medicini oriġinali u l-mediċini ġeneriċi. 
L-Awtorita’ dwar il-Mediċini ħolqot paġna fuq facebook (www.facebook.com/medicinesmalta)  kif wkoll bdiet servizz ta’ helpline (23439111) fejn il-konsumaturi jistgħu iċemplu għal informazzjoni ġenerali fuq il-mediċini. Dan is-servizz hu offrut kuljum bejn it-Tnejn u l-Ġimgħa bejn id-9am u 12pm.
Intant is-Segretarju Parlamentari Chris Said semma kif il-Gvern, bil-ħidma tad-Dipartiment tal-Konsumatur u Kompetizzjoni, jinsab għaddej b’eżerċizzju biex iwassal għal roħs fuq il-prezzijiet tal-mediċini. Hu fakkar li minn Lulju li għadda sa issa roħsu 129 mediċina iżda dan mhux biżżejjed u l-Gvern jibqa’ impenjat li jkompli bil-ħidma biex flimkien mal-importaturi u mal-partijiet kollha kkonċernati jasal biex iraħħas firxa usa’ ta’ mediċini. B’hekk igawdu l-konsumaturi Maltin u Għawdxin.

Hu qal li l-Kumitat ta’ Ħidma dwar il-Prezzijiet tal-Prodotti Mediċinali, magħmul minn rappreżentanti tal-Gvern, tal-importaturi tal-mediċini u stakeholders oħra, ingħata l-inkarigu li jaġġorna l-mekkaniżmu li jistabbilixxi l-prezzijiet medji tal-mediċini fl-Ewropa.  B’hekk ikun jista’ jinħadem il-prezz medju Ewropew ta’ aktar mediċini u jkun aktar faċli għad-Dipartiment tal-Konsumatur u Kompetizzjoni li jitlob tnaqqis fil-prezzijiet tagħhom.
Press Release:  L-Awtorita dwar il-Medicini launches a set of initiatives to provide information on medicines.
The Medicines Authority embarked info a set of initiatives to provide objective and unbiased information on medicines to consumers and health care professionals.  These initiatives are being conducted following research done by the Medicines Authority through 200 telephone interviews to local consumers.  It was found that 60% of the participants always or frequently read the package leaflet found with the medicine.  More than 85% of the participants were not aware of the difference between generic and branded medicines.  3% bought medicines over the internet and 35% of participants who experienced an adverse reaction reported it to their doctor.

“The Authority is working to provide information in line with the needs of consumers as identified by the research”, said Dr. Patricia Vella Bonanno, CEO, Medicines Authority while explaining the initiatives undertaken by the Authority.  Amongst these initiatives, a mini website for consumers collecting relevant information on medicines was created (www.knowyourmedicines.gov.mt) and the Malta Medicines List was published (www.maltamedicineslist.com).  Through this list, doctors, health care professionals and consumers can find which medicines are authorised to be placed on the local market and compare different choices with the same active ingredient.  An information leaflet with practical information on medicines was published and this is being distributed through all pharmacies in Malta and Gozo and door to door in those councils which accepted the invitation for distribution by the Authority.  A leaflet with information on generic and branded medicines is also being prepared. The Medicines Authority created a facebook page (www.facebook.com/medicinesmalta) and a consumer helpline (23439111) which is available from nine to noon.
Details on the initiatives were given during a visit by Dr. Chris Said at the Medicines Authority.  Dr. Said said that during 2010,  XX medicines were authorised to be placed on the local market. These do not include medicines authorised centrally by the European Commission. Dr. Said explained how more authorised medicines helps in having stronger competition for the benefit of consumers. Dr. Said said that in the seven years in which the Authority has been operating there was a reform in the pharmaceutical sector in a way that today there are more than 25 companies licensed to manufacture or import medicines, more than 70 wholesaldealer and more than 200 pharmacies.  Through the Medicines Authority,  there is control of the medicines supply chain, from manufacturing or importation until it reaches the consumers. Dr. Said congratulated the Authority for recieving three Awards in the Malta People Awards as it was recognised for employee engagement, the level of excellence it registers in the learning and development of its employees, and for offering equal opportunities.  Dr. Said augured the Medicines Authority to continue with its work for the benefit of the consumer.
