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Seven major medical areas boosted through innovative European public private

Partnership
Maltese consumers and local institutions can benefit through a public-private investment initiative that will enable institutions and the pharmaceutical industry to boost innovation in a number of priority areas. These areas include autism, tuberculosis, diabetes, vaccine safety, immunogenicity, drug-induced liver injury and fostering patient awareness on pharmaceutical innovation.
The Innovative Medicines Initiative, a unique and large-scale public-private partnership between the European Union and the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA), has now officially launched its 3rd Call for proposals with a budget of €228 million for new methods of collaborative research in seven new areas of public health interest. 

One of the 3rd Call topics relates to autism (and related disorders) which affects an estimated 1% of all children, equalling some 5.5 million patients in the EU. Studies suggest that the incidence of autism is increasing by 10-17% per year and despite exciting new advances on understanding the genetic basis and brain network dysfunctions, more research is needed to develop a European-wide strategy to translate this into treatments for patients. A second topic covers additional research into vaccine safety to help patients develop a more personalised vaccination strategy in order to reduce the risks of adverse reactions. Another topic is dedicated to fostering patient awareness on innovative treatments so that stakeholders in public healthcare have a better understanding of the importance of patient-centred clinical research strategies. Tuberculosis (TB) is another of IMI’s areas of specific interest where new research is needed to produce shorter, more efficient treatments for drug-resistant TB. Diabetes, which currently affects 8.6% of the European adult population, is a major threat for public health worldwide. The IMI project aims to help patients to be able to individualise their treatment to suit their medical needs. Drug-induced liver injury has a serious impact on patient well-being and this IMI project will look at how to develop future treatments which avoid this type of damage. Finally, more research will be funded by IMI into improving patient safety against unwanted immune responses to biological drugs through a coordinated and cooperative approach to combine efforts in a cross-discipline European research community.

More information about the Call for proposals can be found on the IMI website at http://www.imi.europa.eu. Submissions of Expression of Interest in the IMI 3rd Call can be accepted between 18 December 2010 and 18 January 2011. This is the first stage of a two-part selection process. For queries about the IMI third call, interested entities are requested to contact Dr Patricia Vella Bonanno, the national representative on the States Representative Group on patricia.vella@gov.mt.
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